Case Study

Ethical analysis is both a science and an art. As a science, it is not purely theoretical but practical in the sense
that one is searching for the right and the good in specific circumstances. As an art, ethical analysis needs to be
practiced; it is a skill that can be acquired only by repeatedly performing the unique investigation into the right
thing to do. Ethics committees, in particular, practice analysis on mock cases that illustrate different aspects of
health care treatment options. Our readers are encouraged to analyze the following case, using the questions as
a guide. A commentary on the case dpppears on page thirty.
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Questions to consider in analyzing this case:

* Assumptions are important in ethical analysis. If you do not believe there is such an illness as
empacho, how do you relate to the parents of this child?

* What is the ethical dilemma (the class of opposing goods) that you see in this case?

* What treatment would you suggest and how would you relate the reasons for the treatment to
the parents?

* Could you justify supporting the decision to bring the grandmother to the United States to
apply her remedies? What information would you want to have first?

* Discuss other cultural/religious positions that affect your ordinary delivery of health care. What
are the important points to consider when you meet such positions?
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